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Air Quality Permitting Program ff;// A
SUBJECT:  Applicability of permit exemption at N.J.A.C. 7:27-8.2(d)11.

DATE: July 5, 2012

A question was raised whether fuel cell systems powered by natural gas are exempt from
needing a preconstruction permit and operating certificate pursuant to N.J.A.C. 7:27-8.2(d)11.ii.,
which states that a fuel cell system is not a significant source (and therefore does not need a
preconstruction permit and operating certificate) if the fuel cell system meets any of the following
specifications:

1. Any generating capacity size fueled by hydrogen without a fuel processor;

ii. Less than 5,000 kilowatts generating capacity fueled by methane; or

iii. Less than 500 kilowatts generating capacity fueled by fuels other than hydrogen or
methane.

Before recent rule modifications, fuel cells fueled with hydrogen and natural gas less than 500
kilowatts generating capacity were exempt from obtaining air permits. The most recent revision
expanded the size and types of fuels that were exempt from air permits. Natural gas continues to
be considered methane in fuel cell systems and is therefore exempt if the other above criteria is
met.

If you have any questions, please contact Joel Leon at 633-1113 or by email at
joel.leon@dep.state.nj.us.
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